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thoughts of flight, but quietly turned to the interior of the pro-
vince. He moved south down the valley of the latrus and besieged
Nicopolis, where a large part of the population had taken refuge.
Meanwhile, the Emperor had his son Herennius Etruscus ap-
pointed Caesar, in order to be able to send him in advance as his
responsible representative with the detachments of the Danube
army, which had been brought into Italy to overcome Philip1.
Very soon afterwards Decius himself hastened from Rome to
Moesia, and, near Nicopolis, gained a considerable victory over
Kniva, who is said to have lost over 30,000 men. The energetic
Emperor further succeeded in clearing Dacia of the Carpi; a
Spanish inscription2 names him Dacicus Maximus as early as the
autumn of 250, and before the year was out, he was honoured in
Apulum as restitutor Daciarum*. But the leader of the defeated
Goths was again quick to find the right move. He turned south
to unite with his second army. Decius moved after him, but was
too slow; the Goths already had the 4000 feet high plateau of the
Balkans behind them, when Decius in his turn climbed the
Shipka pass. He was hoping to be able to relieve Philippopolis in
a few days4, but was compelled after his forced march to rest his
men and horses at Beroea at the southern foot of the mountains.
Here he was taken unawares by Kniva and so completely beaten
that he could barely make his escape over the Balkans.
Decius had already had reason to fear that his Thracian troops
might mutiny5, and it was probably this rebellious spirit in the
army that led T. Julius Priscus6, the governor who was besieged
in Philippopolis, to have himself proclaimed emperor and to join
the Goths. It may be that, in return, the soldiers were promised a
safe-conduct. But this desperate step failed to save the besieged;
thousands of them were butchered at the taking of the city and
great numbers of men, including many of senatorial rank, were
taken prisoner7. Priscus disappears from history; he cannot long
have survived his treachery.
Decius fled with the remnant of his army back to the Danube
1 Wittig, P.W. t.v, Messius (9) col. 1269. The coins with Exerdtus
Myrkus, etc do not belong to this context, cf. p. 166, n. 2.
. 2 C.I.L. n, 4949.                        a C.I.L. ni, 1176.
4  Dexippus, frag. 26, 8-10 (F.G.H. n, p. 469 jy,).
5  Dexippus, frag. 26 dd init. (F.G.H. n. p. 468).
6  The correct form of the name is given in the Ann. /pig. 1932, no. 285
Aurelius Victor, Caes. xxix, 2, calls him Lucius Priscus in error.
J The siege of Philippopolis in Dexippus, frag. 27 (F.G.H. n, p. 470),
which ended without success, must be placed later, perhaps in 268.